
The Veteran client and TBI – What they 
want you to know to help them succeed

Dan Overton MC, LMHC, MHP, CBIS

Program Coordinator

WDVA Traumatic Brain Injury Program



Often overlooked and misunderstood













TBI- Common Symptoms







BEFORE TBI AFTER TBI



BEFORE TBI AFTER TBI

Figure 1. Energy allocation by the

brain prior to Concussion/mTBI.

Figure 2. Lack of reserve energy to assist with 

recovery of the brain following a concussion/mTBI, 

in a time where you need excess energy for 

everyday function.



Recognizing/evaluating AKA Diagnose  VS. ?











New Rules for Veterans Disability Related to Brain Injury 
(TBI)



What can you do? 

• Become informed, not 
necessary to be an expert.

• Use the screen but understand 
its limitations

• Hand out the fact sheet

• Warm vs cold hand-offs

• Questions?

• Thank you!!!


